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island is  covered  wih  dense forests and  crossed by a series of
mountain groups from the north-east to south-west.
The earliest evidence of the Hindu colonisation in Borneo Jsf
furnished by four Sanskrit inscriptions- These were discovered ip
1879 in the district of Koti (Kutei), at Muara Kaman on the
Mahakam river, an important sea-port in old days. The inscrip-
tions are engraved on stone pillars which were sacrificial pillars
(yupa) set up by Brahmans to commemorate the rich donations
and sacrifices of king Mulavarman, son -of Asvavannan and grandson
of king Kundunga (Kaundinya). Mulavarman performed a sacrifice
called Bahu-Suvarnakam (large quantity of gold) and made a gift
of 20,000 cows to the Brahmans in the holy field of Vaprakesvara.
These inscriptions have been referred to about 400 A.D. Thus
there is no doubt that by the fourth century A.D., the Hindus bad
established kingdoms in the eastern part of Borneo, The inscrip-
tions show the thorough-going nature of the Brahmanical religion
in that locality. The Brahmans evidently formed an important
element of the population, and the Brahmanical rites and ceremonies
were in great favour at the court.
In addition to the antiquities at Muara Kaman described
above, remains of ancient Hindu culture have also been found in
other localities in east Borneo. The most notable among these is
the cave of Kombeng situated considerably to the north of Muara
Kaman and to the east of the upper course of the Telen river.
The cave* consists of two chambers. In the back-chamber were
found twelve sandstone images, pieces of carved stone, and a few
half-decayed iron-wood beams. All these may be taken as the
remains of a temple which were hurriedly secreted in the dark
chamber of a cave, apparently for safety. That the images were
brought from elsewhere is clearly indicated by the fact that most
of them have a pin under the pedestal, evidently for fixing them in
a niche. The images were both Buddhist and Brahmanical. The
latter included those of Siva, Ganesa, Nandi, Agastya, Nandlsvara,
Brahma, Skanda and Mahakala.
The antiquities secreted in the Kombeng cave must have been
brought there for safety from plains or lower regions more exposed
to a hostile attack. The original site pf the temple was probably
in the valley of the Mahakam river. The river undoubtedly played
the chief part in the colonisation pf east Borneo by the Hindus. A
great river is a necessity in the early stages of colonisation By
foreigners. In the first place, its junction with the sea serves as
a good sea-port and trading centre, which receives goods from
without and distributes thern. in the interior, and, by the reverse
process, collects articles from inland and ships them to foreign lands.